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Topographic Map Resources

How to obtain USGS Topographic Maps

e Download “US Topo” digital topographic maps by going to the USGS Store (http://store.usgs.gov) and
clicking on “Map Locator & Downloader”. These maps are computer generated and are updated every
three years. Learn more at: http://nationalmap.gov/ustopo. Also order paper US Topo maps through this

site. US Topo maps were launched in 2009.

e Download free historical topographic maps in a GeoPDF format at the same USGS Store website
(http://store.usgs.gov). These are high-resolution scans of paper maps that were created 1884-1992. Also
order paper historical topographic maps through this site.

e To browse popular thematic maps, go to the USGS Store (http://store.usgs.gov) and click on “Education

Products”.

Questions? Need help? Call 1-888-ASK-USGS (1-888-275-8747) or go to http://www.usgs.gov/ask

What's New?

US Topo — The Next Generation of Maps
nationalmap.gov/ustopo

Historical Topographic Map Collection
nationalmap.gov/historical

Topographic Maps on Mobile Devices
Www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=3580

Higher Resolution Topographic Maps for Alaska
nationalmap.gov/alaska/index.html

History

A 125 Year History of Topographic Mapping and
GIS in the U.S. Geological Survey
nationalmap.gov/ustopo/history.html

Topographic Mapping (historical reference)
pubs.usgs.gov/gip/topomapping

Historical Photographs of Mappers at Work
gallery.usgs.gov/search/Photos/topographic
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Interpreting Topographic Maps

All about USGS Topographic Maps
topomaps.usgs.gov

Map Scales
pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2002/0015

Topographic Map Symbols
pubs.usgs.gov/gip/TopographicMapSymbols

Topographic Map Margins for Educators
education.usgs.gov/lessons/mapmargin.pdf

Map Margins (short version of the above)
education.usgs.gov/lessons/map_margins_2p.pdf

Topographic Maps lllustrating Physiographic
Features
nationalmap.gov/small_scale/100topos/index.html

Elevations and Distances in the United States
pubs.usgs.gov/gip/Elevations-Distances

Geographic Names
geonames.usgs.gov/domestic/index.html
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Coordinates, Datums, & Projections

Using Topographic Maps to Teach Coordinate
Systems
education.usgs.gov/lessons/coordinatesystems.pdf

Latitude and Longitude
earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/animations/animation.
php?flash_title=Great+Circles&flash_file=greatc
ircles&flash_width=450&flash_height=305

UTM Coordinates
pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/fs07701

State Plane Coordinate System
www.usgs.gov/faqg/?q=categories/9794/3025

Public Land Survey System
nationalmap.gov/small_scale/a_plss.html

Principal Meridians and Base Lines
www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/more/cadastralsurvey
/meridians.html

Datum Shifts
thor-f5.er.usgs.gov/drg/datum_shifts_v2.pdf

Map Projections Poster

Order a free hard copy through the USGS Store,
store.usgs.gov; product #16573

Click on the image to get a PDF version

Map Projections Poster (document format)
pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/70047422

Map Projections Article
www.nationalatlas.gov/articles/mapping/
a_projections.html

Map Projections: A Working Manual
pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/pp1395

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey

Using Topographic Maps

Finding Your Way with a Map and Compass
pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2001/0035

How to Use a Compass with a USGS
Topographic Map
education.usgs.gov/lessons/compass.html

Magnetic Declination
geomag.usgs.gov/downloads/publications/
pt_love0208.pdf

What is Magnetic Declination? USGS FAQ
www.usgs.gov/fag/?q=categories/9782/2736

Lessons and Activities

27 ldeas for Teaching with Topographic Maps
education.usgs.gov/lessons/teachingtopomaps.html

Topo Salad Tray Model — a Classroom Project
education.usgs.gov/lessons/toposaladtray.pdf

Map Mysteries
education.usgs.gov/lessons/map_mysteries.html

Map Adventures (Grades K-3)
egsc.usgs.gov/isb//pubs/teachers-
packets/mapadventures/

What Do Maps Show? (Grades 5-8)
egsc.usgs.gov/isb//pubs/teachers-
packets/mapshow/

Exploring Maps (Grades 7-12)
egsc.usgs.gov/isb//pubs/teachers-
packets/exploringmaps/

Teaching with USGS Topographic Map Margins
education.usgs.gov/lessons/mapmargin.pdf

Teaching About and Using Coordinate Systems
education.usgs.gov/lessons/coordinatesystems.pdf
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